
TOWN OF MARTELL 

January 12, 2021 meeting 
 

The regular monthly Town Board meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. Tuesday, January 12, 

2021 by Chairman Brad Taplin. Board member Dale Olson, treasurer Heather Sitz and clerk Sara 

Cardwell were also present.  Board member John Worsing joined the meeting late and was there 

for the reading of correspondence, setting date for next meeting, open discussion and caucus. 

 

Minutes:  Motion by Olson and seconded by Taplin to approve the minutes from the December 

8, 2020 meeting. Motion carried. 

 
Treasurer’s Report:  The board accepted the treasurer’s report with December disbursements of 

$25,881.65 and receipts of $11,733.61 for a month-end balance of $35,175.81. 

 

Payment of bills: Motion by Olson and seconded by Taplin to pay the December bills. Motion 

carried. 

 

Road Work:  Not much going on.  Patrolman is cutting trees.  Does the town want to hire 

someone to grind stumps?  Patrolman found someone that will do it for $150 per hour.  

Superintendent Olson mentioned another potential contractor.  Patrolman will get a second bid. 

 

Employee’s report: 35 hours plowing, 76 hours of shop work and 73 hours cutting trees. 

 

Discuss Maintenance and Repair Issues:  

 

Patrolman built new shields for plow truck and bucket loader repairs were made.  Walters came 

and looked at the upstairs furnace.  Seeing the upstairs is not being used currently in the winter, 

the board will wait on purchasing a new furnace.  The patrolman will look at the stove and see if 

it can be repaired or needs to be replaced.  Supervisor Olson mentioned that there may be 

reasonably priced used replacements available online. 

 

Driveway permits: None. 

 

Discuss and act on the zoning issues for the Freeland property at W5366 794th Avenue:  

Nothing new happening to act on in terms of the zoning issue.  Treasurer sent a letter to the 

property owner regarding the renter’s dog.  The dog is still there. 

 

Broadband Discussion:  Carissa Kirchner and Juliet Tompkins presented the Broadband 

Forward Ordinance.  A lot of people in the area don’t have good internet service.  If the town 

were to enact the ordinance, it would provide support of broadband and potentially set the town 

up for grants.  The model ordinance was issued by the Wisconsin Public Service Commission.  

The ordinance certifies that the town is ready for broadband so companies will come and install 

it.  Joe Folsom of the Pierce County Economic Development is working on a partnership to get 

grants.  Other townships have signed the ordinance.  WI has a task force for broadband to get 



grants.  The ordinance is step one.   Some communities have gotten grants.  Board is on board 

with getting broadband and will put the ordinance on the agenda for next month. 

Ellsworth Ambulance Service:  Supervisor Worsing is at the River Falls City Council meeting 

to discuss joining with Allina.  Dave Kidd brought information that contradicts the mileage 

information that Supervisor Worsing provided at the last meeting.  Chairman Taplin stated that 

part of the reason for looking into joining River Falls is that there is not a medical director.   

Director Jessi Willenbring of the Ellsworth Ambulance Service stated that she just received 

confirmation that Mayo will take Ellsworth on and the service has not been without a medical 

director.  The Chairman questioned why the operating committee chairman doesn’t let him know 

of these things.  Jessi stated the email just came today.  There is an Ambulance meeting next 

week and the financial status of the Ellsworth service will be discussed.  Jessi stated that the 

service has not been operating in the red.   One year there wasn’t a positive fund balance because 

of capital expenditures that year which included cardiac monitors and a vehicle.  If you pull out 

the capital items there isn’t deficit.  The service had a positive balance at the end of 2020.  

Patient reimbursements were up.  The Services CPA called the town chair last night to state the 

books were OK. 

Chairman Taplin stated he didn’t appreciate an Ellsworth Ambulance Service employee writing a 

letter to the City of River Falls stating bad things about Chairman Taplin.  There is a significant 

cost difference between Ellsworth and River Falls that needs to be considered. 

 

Jessi discussed where the ambulance calls in Martell occur.  There are three central areas:  Wiff’s 

Corner, Beldenville, and East of W.  A majority of calls are closer to Ellsworth than River Falls.  

Both services are similar in terms of staff but Ellsworth provides quicker response for most of 

Martell.  The Chair stated he would be interested in looking at further information on the calls.  

Supervisor Olson stated he is closer to River Falls where the chairman is closest to Ellsworth.  

The Chair reiterated that nothing decided yet.  But, the board needs good information from 

Ellsworth.  The town’s goal is to provide the legally required service. 

 

Discuss and Take Action on the IRS 2021 Mileage Rate:  2021 Rate is 56 cents per mile.  It is 

down 1.5 cents from 2020.  Olson made a motion to use the IRS rate, Taplin seconded it.  

Motion carried. 

 

Amending the Dog Ordinance:  This will be put on hold until next month as the amendments 

proposed do not discuss euthanizing a vicious dog.  The board was asked about dog licensing.  

The Treasurer stated that this information is in the tax statements. 

 

Introduce Joe Close:  Joe has agreed to become a backup for the Recycling Center.  He won’t 

need keys as these can be shared with current employees.  Current employees will get him 

trained in.   

 

Read correspondence:  Email from the County Clerk stating there will be a February primary 

for the state Superintendent of Public Instruction on February 16th.  Two uniform address 

numbers were issued in December.  One to Dennis Shaw and a second to Michael Benzschawel.  



Email from Brit Harmon of Companion Animal Control.  She is willing to submit a proposal for 

services if we are interested.  The Board Chair stated we should have her come in and provide a 

proposal. Kraemer sent a letter stating that they will be selling the company to Milestone 

Materials, a division of Mathy Construction.  The County Highway Department provided the 

town with its invoicing dates for 2021. 

 

Date for next meeting:  Motion by Olson to hold the next Board meeting on February 9th, 2021.  

Worsing seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

Open discussion:  

 

Supervisor Worsing had just come from the City of River Falls Council meeting.  The Council 

passed a resolution that they are willing to provide Martell with ambulance service.  Conditions 

include reviewing the costs in two years based on the population density.  The Town Chair 

mentioned that in Supervisor Worsing’s absence, an extensive discussion took place at the Town 

meeting and that the Ellsworth Service does have a medical director and the contract will be 

discussed at the Ambulance Services meeting next Tuesday.  Worsing expressed concern that 

none of the actions could be accomplished this quick, approvals were needed and the Operating 

Committee had not yet been informed. 

 

Olson motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Worsing seconded it.  Motion carried. 

 
TOWN CAUCUS 

The town caucus was called to order. 

Motion by Olson, seconded by Taplin, to elect Beth Kidd to chair the caucus. Motion carried. 

 

Nomination for Town Chairman: Kidd asked for nominations for chairman. Olson nominated 

Brad Taplin. The nomination was seconded by Worsing. There were no other nominations. 

Nominations were closed. 

 

Nomination for Supervisor 1: Sheila Olson nominated John Worsing, second by Brad Taplin. 

There were no other nominations.  Nominations were closed. 

 

Nominations for Supervisor 2: Sheila Olson nominated Dale Olson, seconded by Art Schaller. 

There were no other nominations. Nominations were closed. 

 

Nominations for Clerk: Kidd called for nominations for clerk.  Sara Cardwell was nominated 

by Brad Taplin.  Worsing seconded the nomination.  No further nominations.  Nominations were 

closed. 

 

Nominations for Treasurer: Worsing nominated Heather Sitz, seconded by Olson. 

There were no other nominations.  Nominations were closed. 

 

With no more business, a motion was made by Sitz, seconded by Olson, to adjourn. The Caucus 

was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 

Sara Cardwell, Clerk 


